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Headlines .é 
 

¶ Wednesday Night Supper,  
       November 18th at 6pm  
 

¶ URI Dinner of Gratitude Saturday 
November 21st at 6:00PM 

 

¶ CIT Listening Circle Sunday, No-
vember 22 at noon 

 

¶ Welcoming Congregation movie 
ñCelluloid Closetò Sunday, No-
vember 22 at noon 

The mission of Holston Valley Unitarian Universalist Church is to promote  
spiritual growth, religious freedom, and ethical action. 

 
 

November 22 - ñWill You Say Grace?ò, Reverend Luck 
This, our service of gratitude and Thanksgiving, is always a 
joyful one so I do hope to celebrate it with you. Deep appre-
ciation is a spiritual value we can practice everyday as we 
ñgrow our soulsò together.   
 

November 29ð"Cherishing the Unwelcome", Gracia Walker 
We will celebrate the newly passed 'Local Law Enforcement 
Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2009' and the long struggle to 
pass this bill. We will also explore how some religions see 
this as threatening to their views and mission and why they 
feel this way. As our Congregation works toward becoming a 
'Welcoming Congregation', this may be a topic we find inter-
esting to consider. 
 

December 6ðAnnual Festival of Lights Service 
 

December 13ðòA Hanukkah Story of Receivingò, Reverend 
Luck    
 

December 20 -  ñIn the Winter of Our Spiritual Livesò, Rever-
end Luck   
  

December 20  at 7:00PMð Yule Carol and Candle Light 
Service, Reverend Luck    
Bring the family and guests to this lovely evening service. 
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Upcoming Sunday Worship Services 

The Board Would Like to 
Hear From You 
 

The HVUUC Board of Trustees wel-
comes your suggestions, opinions and 
comments to serve you better. Please 
drop your card in the suggestion box 
located on the back table of the sanctu-
ary. We will check them periodically and 
pass them onto the appropriate commit-
tees or person for follow-up. Please 
write your name, contact information 
and comments on the cards available 
near the suggestion box. Please re-
member your name and contact infor-
mation are important so we can get 
back to you.  

Wednesday Night Supper  
RE Fundraiser 
 

The Third, Fourth and Fifth grade RE 
Class has agreed as their social jus-
tice project to pack boxes for families 
who have lost their homes due to fire 
or some other emergency.  They will be working with a local 
organization.  These boxes contain shampoo, soap, etc. and 
a specific list of needs will be circulated at a later date. 
 

In order to raise funds for this project, this class will be pre-
paring and serving a soup beans and cornbread dinner at the 
Wednesday Night Supper on Wednesday, November 18 at 
6:00pm.  Please RSVP by Tuesday evening to of-
fice@hvuuc.org.  

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

As a service project, the Dream Cove-
nant group coordinated a blood drive at 
HVUUC on October 25th. 
Our goal was 25 units of blood.  We 
reached our goal!  We would like to 
thank all who participated in this worthy 
cause! 
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From the Ministerôs Daybook 
 

Dear ones, As the leaves are falling, and we 
prepare for winter, I want to share this with 
you. I experience in life what I call the 
ñMorenessò of life, the Eternal Mystery. Robert 
T. Weston, a name you may recognize from 
readings in our hymnal, writes of this in his 
poem ñThe Great Peaceò. 

 

The Great Peace 
Always there is something, 
Something that lives on when folly has burned itself out; 
When the leaves are sere; and fall, one by one; 
When the hair is white, 
And the hands tremble, 
And cannot quite find what they seek;  
Always there is something. 
Perhaps it is a whisper in the night, 
Or a great silence, when the planes are gone, 
And the cars are silent beside the highways, 
And the children are asleep, 
And the heart can hear a soundless voice. 
Always there is something, something beyond all time. 
The past that has hurt slips away; 
The humiliations, the failures, the resentment,  
The sorrows, the haunting fears dissolve into the healing night. 
The darkness is no longer darkness, but a comforting presence, 
And it comes, a great peace, flooding the heart. 
It comes, a sense of comprehending and forgiving compassion, 
A meaning in which all things are comprehended and made 
whole 
Though we, accepting, comprehend it not. 
Always there is something and we knowing this, need never fear 
again, 
Nor hate, nor grieve, for there is always something 
Above defeat and success alike, 
And to know and feel this 
Is to know the great peace. 
 

This too, we can remember in our thoughts of thanksgiving this 
week. JL 

HVUUC Calendar 
 

Tuesday November 17 
10am Buuk Club 
5:30pm Yoga  
6:30pm HVUUC Sangha  
7pm Poetry Covenant Group  
7pm Dream Covenant Group 
Wednesday November 18 
6pm Japanese Class 
7pm RE Committee meeting 
7pm Simplicity Group 
7pm Board of Trustees meeting 
Thursday November 19 
6:30pm Membership Development 
7pm Metaphysical Group  
7pm Spirituality Group 
Saturday November 21 
6pm URI Dinner 
7pm Coffee House 
Sunday November 22 
9am Adult RE 
9:30am Social Justice committee 
10:30am Worship Service 
12pm Welcoming Congregation 
film  
12pm Nonviolent Communication 
12pm Are You Our UU Covenant Group  
12pm CIT Listening Circle 
12:30pm Girl Scouts 
4pm Caring for Creation 
Monday November 23 
7pm Life Stories Covenant Group 
Tuesday November 24 
5:30pm Yoga 
6:30pm HVUUC Sangha  
7pm Covenant Group Facilitators 
Wednesday November 25 
6pm Japanese class 
7pm Wednesday Music Covenant 
Sunday November 29 
9:00pm Adult R.E. 
10:30am Worship Service 
12pm Nonviolent Communication 
7pm Music Covenant Group 
Tuesday December 1 
5:30pm Yoga 
6:30pm HVUUC Sangha  
7pm Star Trek Covenant Group  
7pm Dream Covenant Group 
Wednesday December 2 
6pm Japanese class 
7pm RE Committee 
Thursday December 3 
7pm Metaphysical Group  
7pm Spirituality Group 

TJ District Conference  
Hospitality Needed 

 

HVUUC is hosting a district wide conference on Governance and 
Ministry on Friday and Saturday, February 26 & 27, 2010 here at 
our church.  Fellow UUôs will be coming from around the region.  
While some will prefer lodging in commercial hotels, many may 
prefer staying with families of our church.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to meet people who share our liberal religious tradi-
tion.  If you are willing to offer your home to host a participant, 
please sign up at church or by e-mail to vp@hvuuc.org. 
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Adult RE 
 

Join us for Adult R.E. from 9AM to 10:15AM Sun-
day mornings. The class meets in the Junior 
Youth room in the REZ and is facilitated by Char-
lie Mattioli.  

Upcoming Welcoming  
Congregation Events 
 
 

November 22, 12:00PMðFilm 
ñCelluloid Closetò 
December 6, 12:00PMðLGBT History 
December 20, 12:00PMðFilm ñBefore Stonewallò 
January 3, 12:00PMðBisexuality and Biphobia 
January 24, 12:00PMðFilm ñGendernationò 
January 27, 7:00PMðFilm ñGendernationò 
February 13, 5:00PMðTransgener Identity: What 
it Means 
February 21, 12:00PMðFilm ñSouthern Comfortò 
February 24, 7:00PMðFilm ñSouthern Comfortò 
March 7, 12:00PMðHow Homophobia Hurts Us 
All 
March 21, 12:00PMðFilm ñMaking Graceò 
March 24, 7:00PMðFilm ñMaking Graceò 
April 4, 12:00PMðWhat Now?? 

HVUUC Events  

CIT Listening Circle 
 

Our Covenant Implementation Team (CIT) will 
sponsor the 3rd Listening Circle of 2009 on Sun-
day November 22 from 12 to 2.30 PM in the 
church sanctuary. The Listening Circle is a proc-
ess  to build our church community based on Uni-
tarian principles outlined in our Covenant. It pro-
vides an opportunity to listen and speak in a safe 
and structured gathering. Please plan to partici-
pate. 
CIT members are: Randal Sanders, Sharmi Me-
hta, Micki Addleman, Linda Jewel, Tom Burns, 
Sandra Gray and James Medlin. See any of them 
at the church or email Sharmi at sharmime-
hta@gmail.com 

UU History and Theology Class 
 

Sunday, January 10, 2010, Reverend Luck will 
teach a class on Unitarian Universalist History and 
Theology after the potluck. Please email the office 
or call to say you will be attending and if you need 
child care. You are invited to attend if you are a 
new member, considering membership, or one of 
Holston Valley's long time members. 

Presidentôs  
Column 
 

Your HVUUC board has 
been busy this past few 
months and I would like to 
let you know what we have 
been working on.  We have 
been developing a  board policy book. There will 
be two identical books, one kept by the board 
president and one will be kept by the church sec-
retary.  So, if you have a question about policies 
made by the board you can contact either of these 
individuals and either see the book or have a spe-
cific policy sent to you by e mail. 
 

   At the present time we only have three policies 
in the book but there is a sub-committee of the 
board working on reviewing policies in prior board 
minutes and writing the policies to add to the 
book.   Policy number 1 deals with ñcontributions 
to HVUUC in memory or honor of a person.ò  Our 
second policy concerns the naming of rooms  at 
HVUUC.  The third policy says that the 
ñdesignation of space for classes and activities are 
to be decided on an individual basis by a task 
force of the trustee of programs (Scott Lavoie), the 
facilities trustee (Bryan Kleske) and the minister.ò  
If you have a request to change how space is 
used in the church you would need to contact one 
of those people so they can discuss it as a group. 
 

   We will be adding new policies in the coming 
months. By having this  policy book the board will 
not be making the same decisions and church 
members will know decisions that have been 
made by the board.  The board meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00p.m.  We usu-
ally meet in the Fred Ball Room, but this month 
will be meeting in the REZ.  Anyone is welcome to 
attend board meetings. 
 

Michael Jones 
Board President 

Womenôs Retreat 2010 
 

The women's retreat is scheduled for the weekend 
of April 10th. Reservations won't be taken until 
closer to that time, but if interested, save the date 
on your calendar.  
 

Questions, contact rkleske@gmail.com. 
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Social Justice  Recycling & Composting Program 
 

As part of this church's effort to produce ZERO 
WASTE please remember to do your part by dis-
posing of any waste item in the proper bins located 
in the Fred Ball Room or better yet, by taking home 
to your own recycling bins what you bring in. We 
currently are using Social Justice Committee mem-
bers to take the recyclables and composting items 
home each Sunday, but we don't have Fifth Sun-
days or Wednesday night suppers covered. If you 
can do this occasional job, we'd sure appreciate 
your help! If interested, contact Sam Jones. 

Guest at 
Your Table 
 

The Social Jus-
tice Committee 
will begin its annual Guest at Your Table cam-
paign on November 8th to support the valuable 
human rights work of the UU Service Committee 
around the world. Guest at Your Table boxes will 
be distributed to the children after the children's 
story. If you don't have a child who will pick up a 
box during the children's story, please pick yours 
up after the service in the Fred Ball Room. By 
placing the box where you share meals and us-
ing it to share blessings, you are helping to make 
change in the world. Thank you in advance for 
your help with this effort!   
On behalf of the Social Justice Committee, Sta-
cey Williams and Lynn Scarborough 

Fuentes Libres Update 
 

On behalf of the Social Justice Committee, I 
wanted to give you all an update on the August 
Fifth Sunday offering that was taken to support 
our missionary friends working with Fuentes Li-
bres and teaching English to young children in 
Oaxaca, Mexico.  Bruce and Katy Dockter wrote: 
 

 "Your support to us will go into our  budget and 
will help with our daily living and ministry ex-
penses.  Again thank you so much.  These are 
hard economic times for all, it is very humbling to 
have people we don't even know reach out to us 
in this way.  Please pass on our thanks to your 
church. I have also called our friends at the 
Fuentes Libres bank to let them know the funds 
are on the way. We will keep you informed as the 
microloans to women in this state are made and 
repaid". 
 

Thanks 
HVUUC for 
your support! 
 

Thank You to Our IHN Volunteers! 
 

Our IHN volunteers for Johnson City this month 
deserve a huge thank you from all of us. IHN cur-
rently has 16 folks going through the program, one 
is in a wheelchair and it was also the birthday for 
one 8 year old girl, necessitating a cake and ice 
cream, in addition to dinner for all! If you see these 
folks, please take time to say "thanks". 
 

Dave Calvert 
Mary Stuart and Meg 
Renee Van Guilder and Morgan 
Douglas Chapman 
Hannah Wetherill 
Naomi Neis 
 

We've been lucky this time around that Milligan 
Social Work students needed to get volunteer 
hours in as part of their class requirements and so 
were on hand to fill in for some of our regular num-
bers needed to support Hopwood Church this 
week. Please consider being a part of this effort 
when we'll support Hopwood Church again in late 
January or early February. 
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HVUUC Endowment Fund 
 

The Endowment Fund Committee wants to keep 
you informed of ways you can help the fund grow. 
There are a number of ways you can help: 

¶ Gifts "in honor of" an individual who is still living 

¶ Gifts "in memory of" a person who has passed 
away 

¶ Outright donations to the Fund 

¶ Bequests 

¶ Designating the Endowment Fund as the re-
cipient of gifts to be made in remembrance of 
you 

 

If you would like further information, please don't 
hesitate to contact any member of the committee. 
Virgil Stephens (chairman), Frank Shuler, Gerald 
Keep, Richard Boyd, and Jo Anne Medlin  

Community Information  

Looking to buy an affordable home?  Check out 
Eastern Eight Community Development Corpora-
tion, a community-based housing and community 
development agency whose mission is to fulfill 
housing needs for low-to-moderate income fami-
lies at www.e8cdc.org.  

Dances of Universal Peace 
 

Rebecca Nunley will lead the dances, which are 
suitable for people of all abilities. Jim and Cheri 
Miller will provide the music. The dance will focus 
on the relationship between religion and light from 
early native Middle Eastern Goddess traditions to 
Advent. 
November 29th at 7pm, First Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabethton 

Songfest 2009 
 

A Bluegrass/Gospel Musical Extravaganza bene-
fitting the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater 
Johnson City. 
Sunday, December 6, 2009 3PM-5:30PM 
VA Memorial Theatre, Building #35 

Featuring: 
Ed Snodderly 

Raymond McLain 
ETSU Bluegrass Band 

Rockingham Road and more! 
 

Tickets are $15.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 
and are available from Sam Jones. 

United Religions Initiative  
Annual Gratitude Dinner 
 

ñThe purpose of the United Religions Initiative is 
to promote enduring, daily interfaith cooperation, 
to end religiously motivated violence and to cre-
ate cultures of peace, justice and healing for the 
Earth and all living beings.ò 
 

Everyone is invited to the URI Annual Gratitude 
Dinner to be held once again at the Johnson City 
Senior Center on November 21st at 6:00pm.  
Please bring a side dish that is native to your cul-
ture.  Turkeys, condiments and beverages will be 
provided. After the meal, Rebecca Nunley will 
lead us in Dances of Universal Peace. 
 

The JC Senior Center is located at 607 E Myrtle 
Ave, Johnson City, TN 37601  

Gray Community Chest Party for 
Senior Citizens 
 

The Gray Community Chest is having a party for 
all Senior Citizens in the area at the Crossroads 
Christian Church in Gray (next for Daniel Boone 
High School) from 12:00PM to 3:00PM on Satur-
day, December 12th.  If you need a ride you can 
call Tony Barnes at 913-2695. 

Planned Giving to the Charity of 
Your Choice 
 

A direct contribution to the charity of your choice 
(e.g. the Church) can be made from your IRA 
which, in some circumstances, can be tax benefi-
cial.  This benefit expires at the end of 2009.   
  

Individuals over the age of 70 1/2 can make a tax-
free distribution from their IRA to the charity of their 
choice of up to $100,000. Previously, individuals 
would have to report as taxable income any distri-
bution from their IRA before taking a contribution 
deduction for the gift.  In some circumstances this 
could result in more tax being paid than if no gift 
were 
made. 
  

If you are interested in pursuing this, you can find 
out more by going to 
www.uua.org/giving/plannedgifts/120693.shtml. 

http://www.uua.org/giving/plannedgifts/120693.shtml
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2009-2010 Board of Trustees 
 

President: Michael Jones, 349-6119  president@hvuuc.org 
Vice President: Charlie Mattioli, 543-1962 vp@hvuuc.org 

Past President: Ramesh Munjal, 239-4561 pastpresident@hvuuc.org 
Treasurer: Frank Shuler, 239-3821 treasurer@hvuuc.org 

Stewardship Trustee: Richard Boyd, 477-0177 stewardship@hvuuc.org 
Programs Trustee: Scott LaVoie, 753-6422 programs@hvuuc.org 
Facilities Trustee: Bryan Kleske, 913-2928 facilities@hvuuc.org 

Secretary/Historian: Louise Mayo, 282-9290 boardsecretary@hvuuc.org 
Membership Trustee: Gracia Walker, 232-1998 membership@hvuuc.org 

Minister 
Rev. Jacqueline Luck: 477-7661 (office), revluck@hvuuc.org 

Church Secretaryôs Office Hours 
9:00am-3:00pm, Tuesday & Thursday - office@hvuuc.org 

 

Upcoming Newsletter Deadlines: November 1, November 15, November 29, December 13, January 3 
Please send any items for the newsletter to the church office at: office@hvuuc.org  
The HVUUC web site can be found at: www.hvuuc.org 
HVUUC On-Line News Group: Our yahoo news group is an online service that provides our congrega-
tion the quickest method of communicating news, announcements, and schedule changes. To join, or 
update to a new e-mail address, send an e-mail to hvuuc-news-subscribe@yahoogroups.com indi-
cating your full name, address and phone number where you can be reached. Someone from HVUUC 
may contact you before your subscription becomes active. If you donôt have e-mail, please call the 
church at 423-477-7661 to receive the newsletter by US mail. Announcements and changes between 
newsletters are not mailed to recipients of hard copy of the newsletter.  
To post a church related message send an e-mail to: hvuuc-news@yahoogroups.com  
(a moderator will reviews it to ensure that the content meets our guidelines)  
To unsubscribe: send an e-mail message to hvuuc-newssubscribe@yahoogroups.com  
Look for other UUA news and other UU Church newsletters at the UUA Website: www.uua.org  

Membership Corner  

Caring Team  
 

Caring Team coordinators for November are 
Gabrielle Zeiger and Lynn Scarborough . Congre-
gants can reach them by sending an e-mail to 
caring@hvuuc.org or by calling 423-477-7661 
(Press 3).   
Thank you to our October coordinators Louise 
Mayo and Deanna Richardson.  

November Birthdays 
 

11/5 Cameron Cook, 11/5 Jim McCoy, 
11/7 Frank Shuler, 11/11 Gracia Walker, 
11/12 Kara Clouse, 11/14 Zori Moody 
Pierson, 11/19 Phyllis Cairnes, 11/28 
Devin Stuart  


